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theory. A zero-sum game is one that in order
for me to win, you have to lose. A game like
the Presidential election. A non-zero-sum game
is one where in order for me to win, you have
to win, too. And Wright attempts to make a
historical argument through all the tragedies,
travesties, brutalities of human history, including
the gross abuses of science and medicine under
the Nazis and the gross abuses of organization
under totalitarian regimes of the 20th century—
attempts to prove Martin Luther King’s moral
assertion that the arc of history is long, but
it bends towards justice, by arguing that, we
are consistently growing more interdependent;
and that the more interdependent we become,
the more we are forced to look for solutions
in which in order for me to win, you have to
win, too—non-zero-sum solutions.

The whole idea of the Progressive Era was
that everybody should be treated with dignity;
everybody deserves certain minimal things in
life; that the power of government should be
arrayed against private power, so that individual
people who are equal under the law, all had
at least a fair chance at life. In this era, I often
say, in my sort of Arkansas way, that everybody
counts; everybody ought to have a chance; and
we all do better when we work together. That’s
what I believe.

That, I think, is an enduring truth of the
American dream, going back to the Founders,
going back to all the voluntary societies that
de Toqueville chronicled so eloquently, almost
200 years ago. In this time, we can have a
progressive era that outlasts the one you came
here to study, if we are faithful to its values,
if we understand we have to change even more
rapidly and perhaps even more profoundly than
they did, and if we acknowledge that a pre-

condition of true independence, in the old-fash-
ioned American way in this very new age, is
having some humility and compassion and un-
derstanding of our interdependence, which is
founded on an acknowledgement, an acceptance,
a celebration of our common humanity.

That, after all, is what led to the Declaration
of Independence and the Constitution. It’s what
led Abraham Lincoln to lay down his life to
hold the country together. And it’s what gave
us the Progressive Era, the sense that we all
matter, that we were all connected, and that
we were all entitled, each in our own way, to
have a chance to play a part in the endless
effort to create ‘‘a more perfect Union.’’

The progressives have been important to
America. They have redefined the idea of a na-
tion in ways that were sorely needed. But you
are in the middle of what could be the longest
and most significant Progressive Era in Amer-
ican history. I ask you to study the one that
happened before but to fully live the one that
is unfolding before your eyes.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:23 p.m. in
Richardson Auditorium at Princeton University.
In his remarks, he referred to Harold Shapiro,
president, Princeton University; Michael
Rothschild, dean, and Ruth Miller, assistant dean,
Woodrow Wilson School; Sean Wilentz, director,
Program in American Studies, and Katharine
Strong Gilbert, president, American Whig-
Cliosophic Society, who presented the President
with the James Madison Award for Distinguished
Public Service; and historian Arthur Schlesinger.
The conference was entitled ‘‘The Progressive
Tradition: Politics, Culture, and History.’’

Statement Urging Congressional Action On Tobacco
October 5, 2000

Today the Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids,
the American Cancer Society, the American
Heart Association, and the American Lung Asso-
ciation issued a report showing that while some
States have devoted a substantial portion of their
tobacco settlement to reduce youth smoking,
most have committed only modest or minimal

funds. Tobacco companies are spending 10
times more to market their product than all
50 States combined are spending on tobacco
prevention and cessation. I encourage all States
to commit a significant part of their settlement
to address the harm that tobacco companies
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have caused through decades of deceptive mar-
keting, especially to youth.

With a clear ruling last week by a U.S. Dis-
trict Court allowing the case to proceed to trial,
the Attorney General today reaffirmed her in-
tention to hold tobacco companies accountable
for their actions. Tobacco companies have sad-
dled generations of Americans with unnecessary
health costs and premature death by fraudu-
lently marketing their products to youth and
deceiving the American public about the dan-

gers of tobacco use. More than 400,000 Ameri-
cans die each year from smoking-related dis-
eases, and 80 percent of them started smoking
as children. Today I renew my call to Congress
to reject special protections for big tobacco and
provide the funds necessary to allow this case
to be decided in the courtroom, not the back
room. Together with our partners in the States,
we can and must make the health of our chil-
dren a priority. The American people deserve
their day in court.

Statement on Proposed Hate Crimes Legislation
October 5, 2000

Today the Republican leadership made a seri-
ous mistake by stripping the hate crimes legisla-
tion from the Department of Defense Author-
ization bill, despite strong bipartisan support in
both the House and Senate. The Republican
leaders have turned their backs on legislation
designed to send the message that all persons
should be treated the same under the law—
no matter what their race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, sexual orientation, or disability.

This legislation would enhance the Federal
Government’s ability to prosecute violent crimes
motivated by race, color, religion, or national
origin and would authorize Federal prosecution
of crimes motivated by sexual orientation, gen-

der, or disability. This legislation also recognizes
that State and local law enforcement still have
primary responsibility for investigating and pros-
ecuting hate crimes.

It has been over 2 years since the brutal drag-
ging death of James Byrd, Jr., and about 2 years
since the heinous death of young Matthew
Shepard. We owe their families—and all the
families of hate crimes victims across this coun-
try—no less than to pass this legislation this
year. Working with the bipartisan coalition that
supports hate crimes legislation, I will continue
to fight the Republican leadership in Congress
to make sure this important work gets done
this year.

Remarks at a National Leadership PAC Reception in New York City
October 5, 2000

The President. Thank you for the standing
ovation. [Laughter] Thank you for being here
to——

Audience member. New York loves you!
The President. You guys calm down. This is

a rowdy crowd here. Look, I’m not as young
as I used to be. I don’t know if I can quiet
this crowd. I’m tired. Go easy on me tonight.
It’s almost the end of the week. [Laughter]

I want to thank Charles Rangel for giving
me a chance to be here tonight with Alma and
Alicia. I want to thank the other Members of
Congress who are here. I’ve got them some-

where. [Laughter] Congressmen Crowley, Nad-
ler, and Lowey of New York are all here. Thank
you for being here. I want to thank the New
York Democratic Chair; Judith Hope is here.
I want to thank Jane Rosenthal for being our
host and for gathering up all of you tonight.

I have a lot of friends here. I want to say
a special word of appreciation to one person
who is or just was in the audience, Chevy Chase,
who was with me when I was nominated for
President, when I won the California primary
in June of ’92. And I was running third in the
polls, and no one wanted to come to my victory
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